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A Defeription of the Engagement on Lake CHAMPLAIN.

COPY ¢
‘1o lprd"(:.-'rE()RGE GERMAIN, Principal Secretary of State for
the American Dipartment.

On board the Maria off Crawn-Point,
Oflober 14, 1776+

My Lord, ) .
HE rebel fleet upon Lake Champlain has been entirely de-
feated in two actions ; the firlt on the 11th inftanc, between
the ifland of Valcourt and the main ; and the fecond on the 13th,
within a few leagues of Crown-Point. ’

We have taken Mr. Waterburg, the fecond in command, one
of their brigadier-generals, with two of their veflels, and. ten o.:hers
have been burnt and deﬂr:gcd; only three of ﬁfu:tl:l fail, a lift of
which I tranfimit, having efcaped. For further particulars 1 refer
your Lordfhip to Licutenant Dacres, who will be the bearer of
this letter, and had a fhare in both a&ions, particularly the firft,
where his gallant behaviour in the Carleton fchooner, which he
commanded, diftinguifhed him fo much as to merit great commen-
dation : and 1 beg to recommend him to your Laordfhip's notice
and favour: at the fame time [ cannot omit taking notice to your
Lordfhip of the good fervice done, in the firlt action, by the (pi-
Tited condut of a number of officers and men of the corps of
artillery, who ferved the gun-boats, which, together with the
Carleton, fuftained for many hours the whole fire of the encmy’s
fleet, the reft of our veflels not being able to work up near enough
10 join effectually in the engagement. -

JI’hc rebels, uyon the nne\gvsgrﬁchin them of the defeat of their
naval force, fet Ere to all the buildings and houfes in and near
Crown-Point, and retired to Ticonderoga.

The feafon is fo far advanced, that I cannot yet pretend to

_ inform your Lordfhip whether any thing farther can be done this
el I am, &c.

GUY CARLETON.

Lift of the Rebels Feffils on Lake Champlain, before their Defeat.
£ (Royal Savage, 8 ﬁ:l-pounders-.;nd 4 four-pounders —Went
g%kemge, 4 fix-pounders and 4 four-p
g

on fhore, was fet fire to, and blown up.
d Efcaped.

A floop, 10 four-pounders — —Efcaped.
Congrefs, 2 cighteen-pounders in the bow, 2 twelve and

2 two-pounders in ftern, and 6 fix-pounders in the fides—
S Blew up. } &

Wathington, fame force —Taken.

#& CTrumble, ditto— —Efcaped.
The Lee, a cutter, ¥ nine-pounder in the bow, 1 twelve-pounder
" in the flern, and 4 fix-pounders in fides——Run into 2 bay,
and not known whether deftroyed.

Bofton, 1 cighteen- pounder in the bow, 2

in fides ——Sunk.

Jerfey, ditto——Taken.

One, name unknown, fame force——Run on fhore.

Five ditto, ditto — —Blown up.
Other Feffels nat in the Aftion.
, 8 four-pounders—Sent from their fcet for provifions.
A g‘llgi_, faid to be of greater force than thoie mentioned above

——Fit

tviclva-pnundcrs

Gondslars®

o

ing out at Ticonderoga,

a LETTER frem General Sir GUY CARLETON ¢ COPY
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of @ LETTER from Captain DOUGLAS, of the Jfisy
to Mr, STEPHENS, Secretary 22 the Admiralty.
Dubec, 21/ Oabery 1776.

AVING for the fpace of fix weeks attended the naval equip-

ment for the important expedition on Lake Champlain, I on
the 4th inftant faw, with unfpeakable joy, the re-conftructed fhip,
now called the Inflexible, and commanded by Lieutenant Schank,
her rebuilder, fail from St. Johas, twenty-eight days after her
keel was laid, towards the place of rendezvous; taking in her
18 twelve-pounders beyond the fhoal which is on this fide the Ile
aux Noix, in her way up.

The prodigies of labour which have been effeéted fince the re-
bels were driven out of Canada, in creating, re-creating, and
cquipping a fleet of above thirty fighting vellels of different forts
and fizes, and all carrying cannon, fince the beginning of July,

her with the porting over land, and afterwards dragging

up the two rapids of St. Terefe and St. John's, thirty long-boats,
the flat.b ats, a gendola ighing about thirty tons, and
above four hundred batteaus, almoft exceed belief. His Excel-
lency the Commander in Chief of the army, and all the other
generals, are of the opinion, that the failors of his Majefty’s fhips
and tranfports have (far beyond the ufual limits of their duty) ex-
erted themfelves €o the utmoft on this great and toilfome occalion ;
nor has a man of that profeflion uttered a fingle word expreffive of
difcontent, amidft all the hardfhips they have undergone, fo truly
patriotic are the motives by which they are actuated —T'o crown
the whale, above two hundred prime feamen of the tranfports, im-
pelled by a due fenfe of their country’s wrongs, did moft gene-
rouily engage themfelves to ferve in our armed veflels during the
expedition, and embarked accordingly. Such having then
our unremitting toils, I am happy bu‘vond exprefiion in hereby ac-
quainting my Lords Commiffi of the Admiralty, that the de«
firuétion of almoft the whole of the rebel Heet, in two feveral
battles on the eleventh and thirteenth inftant, is our reward. 1
have recived a letter from Captain Pringle, of the Lord Howe armed
fhip, who commands the officers and feamen on the Lake, and who
beftows the higheft encomiums on their behaviour in both engage-
ments. The rebels did by no means believe it poflible for us to
ﬁet upon Lake Champlain “this year ; were much furprized at the
rit fight of the van of our force; but ran into immediate and
utter confufion the moment a three-mafted {hip made her ap-
, being a ph they never fo much as dreamt of.

“Thus have hl”sﬁ/lajeﬁy's faithful fubjects here, (contrary to a crude
but prevailing idea ) by ftraining every nerve in their country’s
caufe, out-done them in working as much as in fighting. The
fhip Inflexible, with the Maria and Carleton fchooners, all re-
conftruétions, did the whole of the fecond day’s bufinefs, the flat-
boitamed radeau called the Thunderer, and the gondola called the
nvert, with the gun-boats, not havin; n able to keep

up with them. The faid gondola was taken from the rebels the
day the fizge of Quebec was saifed.—The lofs we have fuftained,
confidering the great fuperiority of the infurgents, is very fmall,
cunﬁﬂin§ of between thirty and forty men Killed and wounded,
feamen, foldiers, artillery-men, and all ; eight whereof were killed
outright, and fix wounded, on board of the Carleton.—As to far-
ther particulars, I muft refer you to Lieutenant Dacres, who, in
jultice due to his merir, for the part he bore in deftroying the rebel
fleet, I am happy in fending upon this occafion to their Lordfhips
in the Stag tranfport, as allo in thereby complying with the Ge-
neral’s defire, who, for the fame reafon, is pleafed to honour him

G. C. ¢ with the conveyance of his difpatches.
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A Lifi of bis Majefty’s Naval Force on Lake Champlain.

Ship Inflexible, Lieutenant Schank, 18 twelve-pounders.

Schooner Maria, Licutenant Starke, 14 fix-pounders.

Schooner Carleton, Licutenant Dacres, 12 fix-pounders.

Radeau Thunderer, Lieutenang Scott, 6 twenty-four, & twelve-
pounders ; 2 howitzers.

Gondola Loyal Convert, Licutenant Longeroft, 7 nine-pounders.

Twenty gun-boats, each a brafs field-picce, fome twenty-fours to
nines, fome with howitzers.

Four long - boats, with each a carriage - gun, ferving as armed
tenders.

T wenty-four long-boats with provifions.

A Lift of the Seamen detached from bis Majefiy's Ships and Feffels in
the River §t. Lawrence, to ferve on Lake Champlain.

Seamen.
Ifis - - 100
Blonde - - 70
Triton - Go
Garland - 30
Canceaux - 40
Magdalen
Brunfwick} - 18
Galpee
Treafury
arm'd Brigg’} 90
Fell - - 30) Previne
Lately wreck'd Charlotte - g § armed Veffils
Voluntiers .
fIr)Om no fhip 9
0. from the
Tranfports } e
Tetal 670

Exclufive of 8 officersy and 19 petty officers,
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COPY of @ LETTER from Captain THOMAS PRINGLE.

On beard the Maria, off Crown-Paint,
the 15th of Octaber, 1776,
IT is with the greateft pleafure that I embrace this opportunity
of congratulating their Lordfhips upon the viftory compleated
the lg[t‘h of this month, by his Majefty’s flcet under my command,
upon Lake Champlain.

Upon the 11th [ came up with the rebel fleet commanded by
Benedict Arnold : they were at anchor under the ifland of Vali-
cour, and formed a ftrong line, extending from the ifland to the
Weit fide of the continent. he wind was fo unfavourable, that
for a confiderable time nothing could be brought into ation with
them but the gun-boats : the Carleton fchooner, commanded by
Mr, Dacres, (who brings their Lordfhips this,) l? much perfeve-
rance at laft got to their afliftance; but as none of the other vellels
of the Acet could then get up, 1 did not think it by any means ad-
vifeable to continue fo partial and qual a combat fi |

5 1 Y
with the approbation of his Excellency General Cal"lctun, who dié@
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me the honor of being on board the Maria, T called off the
Carleton and gun-boats, and brought the whole flcet to anchor in
a line as near as poffible to the rebels; that their retreat might be
cut off; which purpofe was, however, fruftrated by the extreme
obfeurity of the night; and in' the morning the rebels had gota
confiderable diftance from us up the Lake.

Upon the 13th I again faw eleven fail of their fleet making

to Crown-FPaint, who, after a chace of (even hours, I came up
with in the Maria, having the Carlcton and Inflexible a fmalt
diftance a-ftern ; the reft of the fleet almoft out of fight. The
action began at twelve o'clock, and lafted two hours; at which
time Arnold, in the Congrefs galley, and five gondolas, ran on
thore, and were directly abandoned and blown up by the enemy; a
circamftance they were greatly favoured in, by the'wind being oft’
thore, and the narrownefs of the Lake. The Wafhington galley
ftruck during the adtion, and the reft made their eféape to Ticons

deroga.

Tghc killed and wounded in his Majefty’s flect, including the
artillery in the gun-boats, do not amount to forty ; but, from every
information I have yet goty the lofs of the enemy muft indeed
be very confiderable.” -

Many particulars which their Lordfhips may wifh to know, I
muft, at prefent, take the liberty of referring you to Mr. Dacres
for ; but as I am well convinced his modeity will not permit him
1o fay how great a fhare he had in this victory, give me leave to
aflure you, that during both actions nothing could be more pointedly

ood than his mndué, 1 muft alfo do the juftice the officers and
eamen of this flcet merit, by faying that every perfon under m
Fomma.nd exerted themfelves to act up to the charaéler of Briti
camen,
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A circumflantial and authentic decount of the Roaps and DisTANCES
from New-York ts CRown-PoinT. . -

+ Miles.
From New-York to King's-Bridge 15
King’s Bridge to Conklin's 22
Conklin’s to Crotgn's River 13
Croton’s River to Peekfkill - 10
Peekfkill to Rogers in Highlands 9
Rogers in H}Fh ands to Fifhikills 11
Fifhfkills to Pou hk:i{i - 14
Poughkeepfie to Staatfborough 1L
Stuatfborough to Rhynbeck PoM ek
Rhynbeck to Ryer Shermerhorns 19

Ryer Shermerhorns to Rininfton's

Manor - - 14
Rininfton’s Manor to Claverack 7
Claverack to Kerderhook - 14
Kenderhook to Halfway-houfe 10
Halfway-houfe to Albany = 10
Albany to Saratoga - 36
Saratoga to Fort Edward LT
Fort Edward to Lake George 14
Lake George to Ticonderoga 30
‘Ticonderoga to Crown Foint 15

In all 2ge
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